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tianity and every other religion.   Chivalry demands the support
of the Turks in the hour of their need.

22.    Is the economic law that man must buy in the best and the cheapest
market wrong?

It is one of the most inhuman among the maxims laid down
by modern economists. Nor do we always regulate human relations
by any such sordid considerations. An Englishman pays more
(and rightly) for the English collier in preference to cheap (say)
Italian labour. Any attempt to introduce cheap labour into Eng-
land will lead to a revolution. It would be sinful for me to dis-
miss a highly paid faithful servant because I can get a more effi-
cient and cheaper servant although the latter may be equally
faithful. The economics that disregard moral and sentimental
considerations are like wax-works that being life-like still lack the
life of the living flesh. At every crucial moment these new-fangled
economic laws have broken down in practice. And nations or
individuals who accept them as guiding maxims must perish. There
is something noble in the self-denial of the Mussulman who will
pay more for food religiously prepared or a Hindu who will de-
cline to take food unless it is ceremonially clean. We lost when we
began to buy our clothing in the cheap markets of England and
Japan. We will live again, when we appreciate the religious neces-
sity of buying our clothes prepared by our own neighbours in their
cottages.

23.    Is picketing non-violent?

It certainly has been non-violent in the vast majority of
cases. It was the easiest thing to resort to violence in picketing,
but the volunteers all over have exercised great restraint.

24.    Do you explain the beauty (spiritual or otherwise) of bonfires, when
many people are going half-naked in the country and are shivering at the
thought of the coming winter?

I do; for I know that their half-nakedness is due to our criminal
neglect of the fundamental law of life in India that she should
wear only hand-spun just as she must eat only home-cooked food.
My giving my discarded foreign clothes to them will only prolong
the agony. But the warmth generated by the bonfires will last for
the coming winter, and if the bonfires are kept up till the last
piece is burnt, the warmth will last for ever, and each successive
winter will see the nation more and more invigorated.

Young India, 27-10-1921